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whether imposed by British rule and British Capitalism
or by Indian rule and Indian Capitalism.

I want to raise my voice in strongest protest
against the horrible trial of the prisoners at Meerut; I
have sat here in three Parliaments. The arrests began,
in the first, the trial continued during the whole of the
last Parliament, and is goitfg; on now. These prisoners,
some of them Englishmen, have been for three years
subjected to the gruelling experiences of the lav/ courts,
always with the possibility of a heavy sentence, and
there has never been one word cf resentment on behalf
of this House. I ask whether this trial will pass the
test of any ordinary .standard of fait play and decency
set up in our own country.

The length of the trial is excused on the ground
that the prisoners are prolonging their defence. The
prosecution took up two years and six months, and
then, when in the last six months the prisoners reply
to this extended prosecution, the Minister replies:
" The fault is yours. Close your case and the trial will
be finished". The previous excuse was the slow pro-
cedure of Indian Courts. Imagine that as an excuse
from a Government which is prepared to impose ordi-
nances to abolish the judicial procedure of whole pro-
vinces. When the Government wants to speed up
things, the procedure of the ordinary law does not
stand in its way.